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Dear Fiona McLauchlan,
Safe Streets to School is a community group who believes all kids and families should be
able to enjoy getting to school safely.
We are calling to build crossings, footpaths or set lower speed limits within 2km of schools.
These are research-backed measures proven to make walking and cycling safer for our
children.
Many families who currently drive would rather walk or ride, our aim is that many more
children have the option to walk or ride to school.
The traffic congestion is best to be addressed with less people driving through these areas
especially at peak times. More walking and cycling to school is an obvious part of the
solution.
The review of traffic in Bulli and Thirroul provides an opportunity to achieve those outcomes.
However regarding the management of traffic on the Princess Highway and Lawrence
Hargrave Drive you might have chosen an outdated approach where many studies have
found you are likely to achieve the opposite of what you are intention is:

"Transportation planners who try to decrease travel times by making driving more
convenient are basically ensuring that their communities will be choked by gridlock, and
everyone will have a slower route to their destinations."1
1. We are opposed to creating clearways in Bulli or Thirroul without lowering
speed limits.
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https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rsos.201808

Many children walk or ride along these streets before and after school. We believe your
proposed clearway will take away parked cars that function as traffic calming and a safety
barrier. Increasing actual speeds next to the footpaths is increasing the risk of fatal crashes
with vulnerable road users and might result in some parents taking away their children’s
license to walk or cycle to school.

Our Suggestion
We would prefer more space for walking and cycling and lower speed limits given the streets
do not only function as a travel corridor for cars and kids walk and ride there. The High
Streets are High Pedestrian areas and speed limits are recommended to be much lower in
these areas.2
A 60km/h speed limit in Bulli is in stark contrast to reflect the movement and place principles
and it is a missed opportunity to make these proposals without addressing this.
We would choose option 3, do nothing rather than what you are proposing.
2. We support: Speed Limit reduction on Station Street and Railway Street
It is good to read that you consider lower speed limits on Railway Street and Station Street
and building a footpath.
If the speed limit is 30km/h or lower that would be ideal.
If you consider 40km/h limits we also need crossing.
3. We do not support your plans for Park Road
Many people cross Park Road at the intersection of Railway Street. 50km/h traffic and low
visibility due to the hill, means that kids (and elderly persons visiting the doctor) can’t easily
cross.
Removing parked cars without reducing speed limits and/or installing crossings is going to
make the situation even worse as speeds are most likely going to increase.
The existing shared path behind Veigals Ln is a great safe connection to Point Street,
however for more parents to consider letting their kids walk to the Bulli train station to catch
a train to school, a safe place to cross the street is missing. It is important to address the
need to make it possible to easily cross Park Road (on bike and foot).
4. We are missing: Fixing the weakest links on the otherwise good cycling
connection Bulli to Thirroul
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328403767_Implementation_Principles_for_30_kmh_Speed
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To reduce traffic and thus make our children safer when walking to school, you should
consider a safe and well-signed posted cycling route from Bulli to Thirroul.
If you are missing the courage to transform the Princess Highway into a street that works for
all road users (looking at your proposals sadly, it seems to be the case), an alternative would
be to add a two-way cycle lane to Railway Street (Bulli) and use a coloured surface to
connect it to the shared paths behind Veigals Ln (including a crossing) so that the not so well
known separated shared path through the park is used more (rather than Princess Highway).
Something similar should be done starting from Bulli Train Station.
More signs will also help to make people aware of that brilliant shared path.
We are suggesting to also include a safe pedestrian crossing on Point Street (from Blackbutt
Place) so that children can get all the way from Bulli PCYC or Bulli Train Station to Sandon
Point (and from there to Thirroul) safely.
You could sign post from the Blue Mile to Thirroul Station via McCauley’s estate and to
Thirroul Beach via Cliff Parade. A lot more signage is needed to show these routes and
speeds on the quiet residential streets should be reduced to 30km/h to open the streets up
for more walking and cycling.

5. We would like to see: Area wide 30km/h zones in neighbourhoods
Residential neighbourhoods in Bulli and Thirroul would significantly benefit from 30km/h
speed limits. Given the neighbourhoods have no crossings and often no footpaths this would
make walking and cycling immediately safer and could help to fight congestion as more
children would be likely to get a license to walk or cycle to school or to the train station.
The shared path from Bulli to Thirroul along the beach is brilliant. However when it comes to
cycling with children through the quiet neighbourhood towards Thirroul beach along Surfer
Parade there are no safe crossings and given speed limits are 50km/h, children are not able
to cross the street when the footpath ends and continues on the other side of the street.
The neighbourhood should be either slowed down to 30kmh or upgraded with pedestrian
priority crossing. More on the benefits of area-wide lower speed limit can be found here.3

6. Point Street and Trinity Row urgently need to be easier to cross
There are no priority crossings on these streets and a significant amount of children need to
cross these streets to get to school.
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There is significant traffic on Point Street as people use it as a rat run.
Community is asking for footpaths on this street but council thinks this is too expensive..
If speed limits were reduced to 30km/h there would be the possibility to create footpaths
without raising them (just by the use of paint). The current situation where families walk on
the street and cars pass with 50km/h is unacceptable.

The shared path next to Trinity Row would benefit from a slow street next to it given the
sheer amount of people cycling using the shared path. Slowing down the traffic to 30km/h
here would make it easier to cross and would mean people cycling would be encouraged to
make use of the street rather than the overcrowded shared path.

Above image is a safe and active street and would be the best option for Point Street and
Trinity Row to make it easier to cross.
If you rather keep it as a rat run and if you are not considering lower speed limits, it would be
necessary to include pedestrian priority crossings at multiple points.
In this video you can see that drivers in Ursula Street/Trinity Row in Bulli are not aware that
they should let children cross when they turn. It is dangerous by design and you should
urgently provide a pedestrian priority crossing (or a 30kmh speed limit) to protect our
children. https://vimeo.com/439697479
7. Conclusion
Overall Rating of the Suggestions: unhelpful to get more children to walk or ride to
school, most likely will increase car dependency, will increase congestion in the long
term and will increase road danger for vulnerable road users immediately

Overall we are disappointed to see what you are proposing as it seems to be out of sync
with the latest TfNSW policies that, unlike your proposal, have a vision for a more
sustainable transport network where families and children have the option to walk or ride to
school and be safe.

In particular we are citing from the TfNSW road user allocation policy:
When allocating road user space, the following outcomes are to be avoided:
adverse impacts on road safety for all road users including a focus on vulnerable road users

an overall increase in general traffic lanes for private motorised vehicles.4

The feedback was written by Jon Lindley who teaches at Autism Spectrum Bulli PCYC and
Lena Huda who lives with four small children in Bulli.
They have first hand experience of how the area feels like to walk and ride with children and
are happy to take you on a walk with their family. It might be helpful to see the weak links of
the walking and cycling network through the eyes’ of children.
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